
Truth in the Classical Greek City
Local and Universal Renderings
Conveners: Julia Kindt and Hans Beck
October 1–2, 2026, The University of Sydney

Thursday, 1 October 2026

09.30: Welcome and opening remarks by the conveners

10.00: Jens Fischer (University of Potsdam)
A Kaleidoscope of Truth: Anaxagoras, Lampon and Contemporary Battles for Interpretive Authority

10.45-11.15: Coffee break

11.15: Michelle Musolino (LMU Munich) 
Truth-Making Among the Poleis: The Thucydidean Tetralogy (I 67-88) as a Laboratory of Political Self-Representation

12.00-13.30: Lunch Break

13.30: Joshua McDermott (The University of Sydney)
“Then Don't Be King!”: Truth-Telling Beyond the Hellenistic Court

14.15: Rosalia Hazilambrou (National&Kapodistrian University of Athens)
 Was Truth Socially Stratified in Classical Athens? The Evidence of Attic Forensic Oratory and Judicial Practices

15.00-15.30: Coffee Break 

15.30: Alex McAuley (University of Auckland)
Truth on Trial in Demosthenes 19 and Aeschines 2

16.15: James Collins (University of Sydney)
The God Who Does not Travel: Xenophanes and the Epichoric Origins of the Universal

19.00: Conference Dinner

Drinks at a Local Bar

Friday, 2 October 2026

9.30: Ben Brown (The University of Sydney)
The Political Will to Truth in Hekataios of Miletos 

10.15: Julia Kindt (The University of Sydney/Stellenbosch University)
Herodotus and the Emergence of Truth as a Critical Concept in Classical Greece

11.00-11.30: Coffee Break

11.30: Edward Armstrong (Australian National University/The University of Sydney)
Deciding the Truth: Negotiating Truth and Obligation in Classical Greek Historiography

12.15-14.00: Lunch Break 

14.00: Hans Beck (University of Münster)
Greek Local Historiography Revisited

14.45: Bob Cowan (The University of Sydney)
It’s Funny because it’s True? Fantasy, Fake News, and Truth in Greek Comedy

15.30-16:00: Coffee Break 

16:00: Jeremy McInerney (University of Pennsylvania)
No Place for Monsters?

16.45: Sebastian Scharff (University of Münster/University of Trento)
Myth and the Games. Establishing Truth in Classical and Hellenistic Athletics

17.30: Final discussion and farewell
 
